An Internet Adventure -
How 1 Identified the Cuban FRCo Perfin

Robert Littrell (#3992)

The Cuban FRCo perfin was identified without a
cover as belonging to Ferrocarriles Consolidados
by Silvia Garcia Frutos in The Cuban Philatelist,
2002." It was made as a statement of fact, but no
proof was offered. Half a year later, it was identified
as Frank Robins Company without a cover or other
verification by Fernandez and Diaz.*) Which is it?
In the subsequent decade, no one has shown any
proof for either conjecture.

I set about a search for the answer. Nobody had
come up with a cover with a corner card of a company
to prove who was right about the perfin ownership.
Here is what got me started: Rudy Roy (#1124) emailed
me indicating he had three apparently unauthorized
uses of FRCo perfins on postcards. One of these is
shown below in Figure 1. To see all three, go to: http://
www.cubafil.org/MemberPages/RRoy/FRCo.html.
[Editor’s Note: The highlights of this article are

Robins Havana" and found a 1921 Printer's Ink

publication which stated the following:
An advertising agency has been organized at
Havana, Cuba, under the name of the Cuba-
America Advertising Service, Ltd. Harold
V. Rose has been appointed director of this
agency. He was recently advertising
manager of the Frank Robins Company,
importer, of Havana... The agency is
handling the advertising in Cuba of the
Burroughs Adding Machine Company,
Remington Typewriter Company . . . @

Look at the picture side of Ralph's postcard. You
will see where he drew an arrow pointing to a place
in Havana stating "Mr. Rose lives here". They must
have been close friends for Ralph to mention him in
a letter to his sons.

also reported on this web page for the benefit of the
entire Cuban philatelic community.]

All three were written by a “R.W.C”, “Dad”,
and “Ralph” to his sons and to his mother, Rachel
Crain, in Augusta, Illinois. The postcards were
dated from 1922 to 1924. My job, as I now saw
it, was to see if there was any connection between
Ralph W. Crain and either Ferrocarriles
Consolidados or the Frank Robins Company.

Internet searches led me to a Ralph W. Crain
who lived in Havana. One search led me to the fact
of his death in Arlington, VA. 1 Googled
“Arlington, VA, Ralph W. Crane” and hit pay dirt —
his obituary. The part that helped me was:

After attending Gem City Business College
in Quincy, Ralph accepted a position with
the Remington Typewriter Co. in Salina,
Kansas. On June 7, 1905 Ralph was
married to Sadie Thelma Caddick of
Quincy, Illinois. They made their first home
in Topeka, Kansas. In 1906 Ralph was
transferred to Mexico City where
Remington was opening their first agency in
a Spanish speaking country. Two years
later, they sent him to Havana, Cuba, where
he remained as representative of the
company for 23 years. Since 1932 he has
made his home in Arlington, Virginia . . ...*)
Then I Googled "Remington Typewriter Frank
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Figure 1
Postcard from Havana, Cuba, with “FRCo” perfin.
(Approximately 70% of actual size.)
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How 1 Identified Cuban FRCo Perfin (cont.)

This was a link, however tenuous, from the
sender of the cards, Ralph W. Crain, to the Frank
Robins Company. Would it end there? No. Now
comes the good part.

In the course of the web search I landed on some
genealogical pages which are maintained by distant
relatives of Ralph W. Crain. I emailed the contact
person. Within the hour I received a very nice reply
from a gentleman who was indirectly related to Ralph.
He enclosed a scan of a picture of Ralph, ca. 1910,
with wife and two children whose ages appeared to be
around 5 and 6 years old. Also included was a
passport renewal application from 1918.

In that application, signed by Ralph W. Crain, he
states that: “my legal domicile is in Huntsville, Ill.
(P.O. Augusta), my permanent residence being at
Havana, and I last left the United States on Sept.
1917, arriving at Havana, Cuba, on Sept. 1917,
where I am now residing for the purpose of
conducting business on behalf of Frank Robins Co.
agents for Burroughs Adding Machine Co.,
Remington Typewriter Co, etc. of US. A ....” An
extract of this document is shown below in Figure 2.

uummmamm

_Further, I do solemnly swear that | will support
“al

toville, T1. (POMGROt) o oot resdcace being
o _ Bowemn - _, and 1 last left the United States on . 3PS« l?”... S
arriving at et B Lon . N x'gw;:h;elmw
(Toun, ) )
residing for the purpose of .. 99REROEL o N Robins Te.
NIM—HM&-I’M%“&M canf Qw-.‘mag
_ Pligpine Islmnis (i S.S.Arwy) 4, Dec. 26, W0 ,, Julys, 1908
Nexice City, from OSte 15, 1906  Nov., 1908
Brmca, Cwbe L from Des. 15, 1908 to_Present el

sud that I desire to remain » citisen of ﬂelht-lﬂuu--dn.dhmmmu

ihnm.ppumm.ummmwmmmmmmmm
1 desire » passport for use in visiting the countries hereinafter named for the following purpose:

OATH OF ALLECIANCE.
and defend the Constitution of the United States
enemies, foreign and domestic; ulammfmmm the same; and that

This document shows his ties to Augusta, IL,
which was the destination of the postcards. We now
know for certain that the writer of the three postcards
using Cuban FRCo perfins worked for Frank
Robins Co. This is the proof needed to establish
ownership of the perfins just short of having a cover
with a Frank Robins comer card and perfin stamp.
Isn't the Internet great?!
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1 take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation
American L§E.{{g',mm W.‘W" s |
Figure 2

Extract from microfilm of Ralph W. Crain 1918 U.S. Passport Renewal Application
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