Two Unusual Revenue Uses of Perfins on

Cuban Postage Stamps
Robert Littrell (#3992)

Nine definitive stamps (1¢ Marti, 5¢ Garcia and
10¢ Palma) are used as revenue stamps on this
Boletin de Expedicion to pay customs of 67 centavos
on a shipment of drugs to France, circa 1925.

I have run across two revenue uses of perfins in
Cuban postage stamps that to me are scarce, if not
unique. The first is a conventional perfin postage
stamp of the company Drogueria Sarrd (SA/RRA)
shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 - Cuban Boletin de Expedicion or customs form with nine perfin SA/RRA stamps.

The second revenue usage of a postage stamp of
current usage is on a Tarjeta de Identificacion
(Identification Card) shown in Figure 2 on page 127.
The government agency originating this punch was
the Cuban Department of Posts, making it an
“Official Punch.” The punch itself was “T pE I”” (an
abbreviation for Tarjeta de Identificacion). The
punch tied the stamp to the ID card and voided it for
further use. In this case only the letters “E I”
perforated the stamp. The stamp was a ten centavos
mapita (little map of Cuba) classic definitive issue of

1915. The stamp was also currently being used for
regular postage at the time of this revenue usage. A
hand cancellation shows the date of use being 23
March 1917. A dapper photograph of a gentleman
named Pedro Bilbao has a ribbon through it and a
seal to prevent tampering. The ID card is on heavy
card stock paper with printed matter on the back
side. The card folds in half.

Incidentally, this same series of mapitas was
subsequently demonetized on 1 September 1917,
overprinted, and thenceforth used as Timbre
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Unusual Revenue Uses of Cuban Perfins (cont.)
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Figure 2 - Tarjeta de Identificacion or Identification Card from 1917.
A 10 centavos regular postage stamp was affixed for revenue use and perforated.

Nacional general revenue stamps.

One of my Cuban philatelic friends told me,
“That isn’t a ‘real’ perfin.” The Perfins Club
definition of an “official” punch is “a perfin used by
a government agency.” It also defines “perfin
cancel” as “where a perfin is used to cancel a stamp

(usually revenue) or a document.” And it certainly
fits the definition of a “perfin,” that being
“perforated initials or insignia.” So I respectfully
disagreed with him.

What unusual perfin uses can you find?

The New England Pée and Precancel Clubs
will be holding a joint meeting an on Saturday
January 18, 2014, between 9:30 a.m. and 3° Jmn. at
the Milford Town Library. The library is located
downtown Milford, MA, off Rte. 16 on Spruce S g
It is easily reachable from 1-495 Exit 19 Rt€. 109 or
Exit 20 Rte. 85.
The meeting room i e lower level and can be
reached throu, € main entrance by either stairs or
ere is also a loading door from the outside

Join us in January at Milford
Bob Szymanski (LM#145)

employee parking lot
i directions if you do not have

n email. My contact information is found on page
f this Bulletin under Immediate Past President.

coming to this meeting and
d to your collection.
s always, the

know if you inten
what you are looking for
There will be plenty of perfins ai
more the merrier!
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